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Year 1 

Non-Negotiables 

On entry to year 1, children should be able to:  

• Use finger spaces 

• Use story language in re-telling 

• Form lower and upper case letters correctly 

• Show some awareness in their writing of full stops and capital letters 

• Confidently spell using phase 4 graphemes and phonemes 

• Write captions, labels and simple sentences 

• Read their own writing aloud 
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Year 2 

Non-Negotiables 

On entry to year 2, children should be able to:  

• Spell the Year 1 common exception words 

• Accurately read and write using the Year 1 phonemes 

• Add -er, -est, -ing, -ed where there’s no change in the spelling of the root word 

• Form lower case letters, capital letters and digits 0-9 correctly and understand which letters belong to which family 

• Proof read and edit their writing using banks, displays, guided work and response to marking 
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Year 3 

Non-Negotiables 

On entry to year 3, children should be able to:  

• Spell the Year 2 common exception words 

• Add -er, -est, -ing, -ed applying Year 2 spelling rules 

• Form letters of the correct size and use joining as appropriate 

• Proof read and edit their writing 

• Use simple and progressive verb forms 

• Accurately read and write using the Year 2 phonemes 

• Write accurately punctuated, coherent sentences 

• Use expanded noun phrases 

• Use the past and present tense consistently 

• Use expected punctuation from Year 2 
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Year 4 

Non-Negotiables 

On entry to year 4, children should be able to:  

• Spell the Year 3 words from the word list 

• Use all Year 3 punctuation consistently and accurately 

• Use a range of adverbs for time, cause and place 

• Consistently use a range of co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 

• Meet expectations of the Y3 spelling programme 

• Use simple paragraphs 

• Use simple, progressive and prefect forms of verbs 

• Use direct speech, correctly punctuated 
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Year 5 

Non-Negotiables 

On entry to year 5, children should be able to:  

• Spell the Year 3/4 words from the word list 

• Identify main and subordinate clauses 

• Use fronted adverbials, with commas 

• Meet expectations of the Y4 spelling programme 

• Use all Year 4 punctuation consistently and accurately, including ALL speech punctuation 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme 
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Year 6 

Non-Negotiables 

On entry to year 6, children should be able to:  

• Spell the Year 5 words from the word list 

• Use relative and embedded clauses 

• Use commas to punctuate clauses 

• Use modal verbs and adverbs to express possibility 

• Meet expectations of the Year 5 spelling programme 

• Use all Year 5 punctuation consistently and accurately 

• Maintain cohesion within and between paragraphs 
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